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The Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, May 26, 2015, at the Butler Township Government Center, 3780 Little York Road, Dayton, Ohio, at 6:00pm for a Workshop Session to transact the business of the township.

Doug Orange, President called the meeting to order.

STREET LIGHTING
Township Administrator, Kimberly Lapensee stated that the township has received 13 petitions so far which is half of what is needed to proceed with the lighting petition after the removal of the residents on Reinwood.  She further stated that they have also received new pricing for the lights that include LED and it was recommended by staff that they continue on with the HPS regal fixtures so that everything is uniform in looks and leaves lighting on both side of Miller Lane to keep everyone’s costs down.

Ms. Lapensee asked the board what they wanted to do at this point? Did they want to go ahead and move forward with this project or wait to see if we get more petitions? She stated that it takes about 6 to 8 months for lights to come in once ordered. It was discussed by the board that a deadline date of October 1st be open to receive other street lighting petitions from other businesses along Miller Lane and then at that point they will make a decision on where they want to go from there.

STAFFING FOR ROAD DEPARTMENT
Township Administrator, Kimberly Lapensee indicated that the road department at one time had up to eight employees.  Two of our six have resigned/retired in May which leaves the department with four remaining employees.  At one time there had been as many eight employees in that department and they provided a number of services to the residents.  She stated that the township could contract out services to Bladecutter’s Lawn Service for mowing such as cemeteries, some township right-of-ways and township owned buildings and to perform landscaping for Cloverleaf or to hire additional people to fill those vacant positons.  It was discussed that at this point in time it would be cheaper to contract out mowing services.  She noted that all financials for the department in all six funds have declined significantly over the last 5 years due to the state funding cut and flat gasoline tax funds.  

Mr. Orange stated that he would like to see the Road Department still mow the cemeteries and then we could contract out all the remaining right-of-way areas and township owned properties. Discussion was made to hire additional part-time seasonal help over the summer for mowing and to contract with Bladecutter’s Lawn Service not to exceed $25,000.00 to mow grass throughout the township which would include township owned properties, and certain right-of-ways for 2015 or until a decision can be made on what to do with the work load in the department.

NEW MEDIC FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
At the last meeting, Chief Alig mentioned that he would like to purchase a new medic this year to beat a price increase and new regulations that will be imposed on the manufacturers for ambulances for 2016.  Township Administrator, Kimberly Lapensee indicated that item was budgeted for 2016 in the capital improvement budget. 

There was a brief discussion to defer the other capital improvements items in the fire department so that they would not have to re-appropriate any money so that a new medic unit could be purchased in 2015. 

ENTRY SIGNAGE AT BENCHWOOD AND I-75
There was a discussion that the township has been working with Jacobs Engineering since the end of 2013 to come up with a design for an entry point into the township from I-75 at Benchwood.  Township Administrator, Kimberly Lapensee stated that we have shared the preliminary designs multiple times with ODOT through the process and have followed every rule that they have concerning landscaping/signage in their right-of-way and now ODOT has indicated to us that we need to have an environmental review done even through this process was already done ten years ago. She stated that the township plans to pipe about 200 feet of the drainage area to the west of the off-ramp to Benchwood Road. This piped area will allow us to re-grade the area behind the Extended Stay and clean up the brush, etc.  She stated that they did look into how much it would cost to do an environmental review and the cost will be $3,625.40.  Staff is requesting direction on the project.

It was discussed briefly by the board to move forward with the project for signage, which includes the environmental review, at the entry point into the township from I-75. 

HEARING OF THE PUBLIC
Beth Cooper, 7649 Painted Turtle Drive stated that she is the Turtle Creek Coordinator of the Neighborhood Watch.  She wanted to verify the date of the Miller Lane street lighting meeting of October 1st to discuss using TIF monies and that the business owners would be assuming the costs of the maintenance and the electricity. She also confirmed that there had to be 26 business owners in agreement.  Mr. Lang stated that yes the decision has been postponed until after October 1.

ADJOURN
Nick Brusky made a motion for approval to adjourn the meeting at 6:36pm, with Michael Lang seconding and Doug Orange approving the motion.
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