    MINUTES, WEEK OF JULY 13, 2015

The Board of Trustees met on Monday, July 13, 2015, at the Butler Township Government Center, 3780 Little York Road, Dayton, Ohio, at 6:32pm for a Workshop Session to transact the business of the township.

Doug Orange, President called the meeting to order.

LIMITED HOME RULE GOVERNMENT
Township Administrator, Kimberly Lapensee provided details about a Limited Home Rule Government that has been discussed at prior meetings.  She noted that if the board decides to enact the legislation that it has to be placed on the ballot before August 4th.  She indicated that she had included information from the township’s attorney and attached is a check list with some advantages and disadvantages of home rule.  Included in the packet is also a resolution if the board decides to adopt it at the 7:00pm meeting.  She mentioned that the township would then have to hire a township law director.

There was some discussion with the board members of some of the benefits this would have within the township.  It was also mentioned that some other surroundings townships have already adopted the legislation and it seems to be working well with them and that this the right opportunity to put it on the ballot and let the voters decide if this authority is appropriate. 

Trustee Lang commented that there are a number of different things have changed from the last time Home Rule was discussed and at the time it did not seem like it would be as much benefit to us.  There are several items that could be of benefit such as speed limits on township roads. He stated that we could only limit truck routes on township roads and would not include a county road that would lead to the facility.  Another would be zoning and possibility looking at civil penalties to help with compliance.  We could look into establishing criminal violations for transient vendors and panhandlers. Another benefit would be our ability to establish a water/sewer district in northern area of the township to help prevent further annexations.  He stated that when we send out literature, we should be able to articulate to the residents why we need to be able to regulate more. He asked about the debt limit and what that exactly means.  He stated that he had spoken to a Miami Township Trustee who was in favor of it and it helped the zoning code issues and criminal nuisance issues.  With this being a ballot issue education will be very important, so that residents understand why we are pursuing Home Rule and what the benefits are. 

Trustee, Doug Orange stated that this was looked at 10 years ago and then again a few years ago and things have changed and township government is under attack and some would like to see township government go away.  He mentioned that on a most recent note about current events with the county, how it would or would not affect townships.  He stated that there are pro and cons with this, but does not see any major con.  In prior years, we have talked about incorporation (i.e. becoming a village) or merging with other cities and those are not an option right now.  He went on to say that if Home Rule is adopted, it will give us some ability to do some things that we can’t do now.  He indicated that by going this route it would not increase taxes or decrease any services.

Trustee, Nick Brusky stated that Home Rule will not stop the county from taking over the townships.  But if the voters approve this it may send a message to the people at the county and this would give us the tools to govern our township better.

Township Administrator, Kimberly Lapensee suggested that she would look into the debt limitation a little further and it would be discussed further in the regular meeting.

INFORMAL BUSINESS
Assistant Township Administrator, Erika Vogel had no further business to report at this time.

Chief Cresie had no further business to report at this time.

Chief Alig had no further business to report at this time.

Administrator, Kimberly Lapensee had no business to report on behalf of the Service Department. With respect to the Administration, she reported no further business at this time.
	
Mark Adams, Fiscal Officer had no further business to report at this time.

Trustee, Nick Brusky had no further business to report at this time.

Trustee, Michael Lang had no further business to report at this time.

Trustee, Doug Orange had no further business to report at this time. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]HEARING OF THE PUBLIC
Tom Ziegler, 2420 Old Springfield Road, had questions pertaining to Home Rule.  He indicated at few years ago a question was asked if you would support the incorporation of the township to prevent any further annexations by the neighboring cities.  He stated that out of all the poles, all but two were supported.  The residents of Butler Township do not want any more annexations or to be incorporated with any other city.  They like Butler Township the way it is and from his opinion Home Rule sounds like a good idea and for the township to precede.  

ADJOURN
Nick Brusky made a motion for approval to adjourn the meeting at 6:59pm, with Michael Lang seconding and Doug Orange approving the motion.


_______________________________	  ___________________________________
DOUG ORANGE			             MARK ADAMS
PRESIDENT			  	             FISCAL OFFICER
   
