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The Board of Trustees met on Monday, February 23, 2015, at the Butler Township Government Center, 3780 Little York Road, Dayton, Ohio, at 6:00pm for a Workshop Session to transact the business of the township.

Doug Orange, President called the meeting to order.

LIGHTING DISTRICT
Administrator, Kimberly Lapensee gave a brief overview of the need for street lights in the Miller Lane Business district.  She explained that the installation of lighting for the Miller Lane area had been appropriated in the 2015 budget.  Miami Valley Lighting was notified to present the township with an estimate with all the lighting and poles with banner arms at a cost of $287,000, which would be payable through the township’s TIF’s funds.  She noted that the other costs associated with the maintenance and electricity at a cost of $26,000 and would be the responsibility of the property owners through assessments.  She stated that all property owners and business owners that are in that area have been notified of the meeting today and that all petitions are due by March 27th.  She further clarified that it had to be the property owner to sign those petitions. 

Trustee, Doug Orange expressed his concerns assessing the 6-7 residential properties that back up to Miller Lane.  Administrator, Kim Lapensee stated that they can redo those lines and leave out that residential area.  Mr. Orange noted these Reinwood residents would have nothing to gain and would like the lines redrawn to omit them.  Trustee, Mike Lang agreed and questioned the cost for the LED fixtures.  Ms. Lapensee stated those costs have not been obtained at this time. She explained that she is waiting on Miami Valley Lighting for an updated cost estimate.  

Trustee, Nick Brusky also agreed to remove the Reinwood residents and wanted to know the next steps and noted that he concurred with Mr. Lang about the LED.  Ms. Lapensee stated that once we receive 51% of the petitions, a public hearing will be held scheduled to create the lighting district itself. She stated that this meeting is to talk about the costs and where we would create the district. She stated that we would able to make changes at this point.

Juanita Wampler, 3947 Reinwood, stated that she has two properties located on Reinwood and lives on a fixed income.  She indicated that if she had to pay what was on the paper she could not afford it and would have to move.

Jackie Rankin, 3937 Reinwood, stated that she has lived on Reinwood for over 14 years and the taxes have doubled.  She stated that she believe crime will increase with lighting and feels that if the business district wants lights, they should pay for it. She stated that she is against the lighting district and wants us to use that money to pay for additional officers. Trustee Orange explained that the money being used to fund the lights cannot be used to pay for officers. TIF funds are a capital only account. Ms. Lapensee stated that she would check to see if the lights could only be put on one side of the street beginning at Maxton to Little York Road.

Fiscal Officer, Mark Adams noted that the schools and other levies are not controlled by Butler Township.

A non-resident that is interested in purchasing 4050 Little York Road (G-Tech Auto) stated that he also does not want to be included in the lighting district. He feels that it is not necessary to install lighting to Little York Road.

Phil Bayliss, 3927 Reinwood stated that he agrees that the residential area should not be included in the lighting district.

Alex Kolodesh, Singer Properties, stated that he agrees with the residents and does not think they should be included either in the lighting district. He believes it is a public safety issue and feels that lighting would be a benefit. He stated that he thinks that the JEDZ monies should be used to pay for the electric for Miller Lane. He stated that he did sign all his petitions and brought them here tonight. 

Trustee, Mike Lang stated that the residential areas that have street lights are for public safety and they are assessed to those residents, which is the same for the business district.  He stated that the JEDZ revenue that is collected should be spent on more officers’, not street lights.  He indicated that we are establishing the same criteria. He explained that the residents pay for the electricity of those street lights and those residents are assessed just like the business districts are. 

Trustee, Doug Orange stated that we are all very proud of the business district and it is his opinion that placing street lights will bring more people to the area. These lights would improve the look that would assist that business district for growth and safety.

Trustee, Nick Brusky stated that he would like insurance that the residents in Reinwood will not be included in the district.  Ms. Lapensee stated that she would take care of removing the seven residents from Reinwood.  Mr. Brusky questioned why JEDZ monies couldn’t be used for the street lighting since we already use it for public safety.  Ms. Lapensee explained that if you use the JEDZ money, they would have to take more money out of the general fund to pay for police operations, which was why the JEDZ district was created in the first place. She stated that this is not an option. She also mentioned that there are currently street lights on Commerce Center, York Commons Blvd. and N. Dixie Drive that are already being assessed as well as all the residential plats that have lighting.

Janet Wood, Red Roof Inn, stated that there is no longer a bus stop in front of the Red Roof Inn and there are no sidewalks. She stated that she is for having a lighting district and is willing to pay for the assessments. She stated that she feels that if we don’t continue lighting down Miller Lane, it would be short sighted. She feels that the township has slighted that area to the north. She also asked for more time to get the petitions signed as she has multiple owners to ask.

Trustee, Doug Orange stated that the board would like to see improvement in that area around the Red Roof Inn.

John Alvarez, Batteries and Bulbs, stated that he does not enjoy his taxes being increased, but he wants Miller Lane and the surrounding area to be safe. He also mentioned that he is a supplier for LED lights.

WARNING SIRENS AND NOTIFICATION OPTION UPDATE
A request was submitted for approval to move this discussion item to the regular agenda.  Nick Brusky made a motion to move warning sirens and notification option update to the regular agenda to be discussed, as submitted, with Michael Lang seconding and Doug Orange approving the motion.

ADJOURN
Nick Brusky made a motion for approval to adjourn the meeting, with Michael Lang seconding and Doug Orange approving the motion.
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