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Unit #1 was traveling southbound on Town Center Drive i the 

southbound lane and when at Benchwood Road, Unit #1 lost control of 

the vehicle and struck a orange and white barricade, which was placed 

to close the roadway while tornado debris was removed from the 

roadway.  When confronted by Road Department workers, Unit #1 

reversed, pinned a worker against a service department truck, and fled 

the scene.
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NICKELS, STEPHEN, D Aggravated Vehicular Assault; Vehicular Assault
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On Monday, June 3, 2019, at 1301 hours, I dispatched myself to a crash/vehicular assault, which 

occurred at the intersection of Town Center Drive and Benchwood Road in  Butler Township, Montgomery 

County, Ohio.

Upon my arrival I spoke Stephen D. Nickels, a City of Vandalia Road Department employee and received 

his report.  Nickels stated that the City of Vandalia had closed Benchwood Road in order to remove 

the recent tornado debris.  Additionally, they had closed Town Center Drive where it approached 

Benchwood Road.  The City of Vandalia Road Department had placed road closed signs and well as orange 

and white wooden barricades and traffic cones on Benchwood and Town Center to close the affected 

portions of the roadway.  Nickels continued that a dark blue Toyota Camry with Ohio registration 

FIY9171 crashed thru the orange and white wooden barricade on southbound Town Center Drive destroying 

it and stopped behind a City of Vandalia Road Department truck and adjacent to a City of Vandalia 

Road Department dump truck.  Nickels stated he approached the driver, who he described as a pale 

skinned white male to see if he were injured.  Nickels stated that the operator was unable to roll 

down his window so Nickels opened the door and asked the driver if he were injured.  The driver 

replied that he was ok.  Nickels informed the driver that he needed to remain there while Nickels 

called the police.  Nickels stated that the driver placed his transmission into reverse and backed 

his vehicle up with the driver's door still opened.  That action pinned Nickels' leg between the 

driver's door and the dump truck.  Nickels yelled at the driver to stop.  Nickels then struck the 

driver near his eye with a closed fist.  Nickels stated that the driver began to bleed from the 

wound.  The driver turned around and drove northbound on Town Center Drive and then turned west onto 

York Commons Boulevard.  I ran Ohio registration FIY9171 and saw that the registered owner was a pale 

white male.  I showed Nickels the registered owners LEADS photograph and Nickels identified the 

registered owner, Keith G. Cashman, as the man driving the Toyota Camry.  I asked Nickels if he were 

injured and he showed me his left calf where I could see abrasions.  I had Nickels complete a written 

statement while Vandalia medics treated him before transporting him to the Miami Valley Hospital.

Cashman's address was listed in LEADS as 430 Clareridge Lane in Centerville, Ohio.  Sergeant L. 

Bilbrey contacted Centerville Police who went to Cashman's home, bue he was not there.  Centerville 

Police spoke to neighbors who confirmed that Cashman still resided at the home.  

Later that day, in an unrelated call for service, we spoke to Joseph B. Smith, who had arrived in the 

Township in Cashman's car.  Cashman had dropped Smith off at the Day Air Credit Union prior to the 

crash and thus Smith was not involved in the crash.  I learned that several of Smith's personal 

effects were inside Cashman's car to include Smith's wallet and backpack.  During our interaction 

with Smith, I saw that his pupils were pin-pointed and he had trouble staying awake.  When 

questioned, Smith denied using any narcotics, but stated that Cashman was supposed to take him to 

Dayton Treatment Services located at 7301 Poe Avenue in Dayton, Ohio so that they could obtain their 

Methadone treatment.  I called for a Butler Township Medic who responded and ultimately took Smith to 

Miami Valley Hospital for evaluation.

While Butler Medics were evaluating Smith, Huber Heights Dispatch advised that Centerville Police 

were out with Cashman at 400 Clareridge Lane in Centerville.  I drove to the address and met with the 

two Centerville Police Officers who had detained Cashman and his black Toyota Camry bearing Ohio 

registration FIY9171.  The Centerville Officers stated that while speaking to Cashman, Cashman had 

stated that he had drove into a barrel resulting in him being confronted by a city worker.  Cashman 

informed the Centerville Officers that the city worker punched him.  I walked around Cashman's Camry 

to see an orange paint rub located near the driver's side door, which was the same shade as the 

barricade as well as a broken right sideview mirror.  I placed Cashman under arrest for vehicular 

assault and instructed him to turn around and place his hands behind his back.  I handcuffed his 

hands to the rear, checked for proper spacing, and double-locked the handcuffs.  I searched Cashman 

incident to his arrest and found no contraband.  I placed Cashman into the rear of my marked Butler 

Township Police vehicle.  Busy Bee was called to tow the vehicle.  I prepared a tow inventory for 

Cashman's car.  While conducting the inventory, I found a small clear plastic baggy containing 

suspected heroin on the front passenger floorboard.  Inside the car I also found Smith's wallet, his 

cellular telephone, and his backpack.  I removed Smith's property from the vehicle.  Busy Bee arrived 

and towed Cashman's car to their tow yard.
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I read Cashman his Miranda warnings from the card provided by the Montgomery County Prosecutor's 

Office.  Cashman declined to speak to me.  I drove Cashman to the Montgomery County Jail where I 

transferred him and his property to the corrections staff.  

Upon departing the jail, I drove to the Miami Valley Hospital where I located Smith and returned to 

him his wallet, cellular telephone, and his backpack.  I returned to the Butler Township Police 

Department where I secured the suspected heroin into the property room.  

On Tuesday, June 4, 2019, I spoke to Nickels to learn that he had not sustained any fractures.  

Nickels advised that he was instructed to return to the emergency room in the event he had any loss 

of blood flow to his foot.  I requested Nickels to contact his fellow employees who were at the scene 

and determine who saw the event.  I provided Nickels my email address so that he have the witnesses 

email me their statements.

Later in the day I received an email containing a written statement from DeWayne Hopping, a City of 

Vandalia Publics Works employee who also witnessed the event.  Hopping's rendition mirrored Nickels' 

with some additional details.  Hopping stated he made the initial contact with Cashman and observed 

Cashman texting and observed Cashman to be "clammy and pale" and "slow in his response and 

movements".  Hopping then asked Nickels to assist.  As the duo spoke to Cashman, they informed 

Cashman that the police would have to be contacted due to the destroyed barricade.  Hopping stated 

that the "aggravated" Cashman exited the car and then reentered into it before reversing with the car 

door still open, which pinned Nickels' leg between Cashman's car and the dump truck.  Hopping stated 

that Nickels struck Cashman with a closed fist in order to stop Cashman.  Hopping stated that Nickels 

was able to move under the dump truck to avoid any further contact with Cashman's car while Cashman 

reversed onto the grass in front of the Burger King, and then pulled forward going northbound on Town 

Center Drive.  

Very Respectfully,

Det. B. Brown #13
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On Wednesday, June 5, 2019, I presented the case telephonically to the Montgomery County Prosecutor's 

Office.  Upon review, the felony charges were refused as the victim, Nickels, did not sustain any 

serious physical harm and possession of the suspected drugs cannot be established between Cashman or 

Smith.  We reviewed the assault charge as well, but could not meet the "knowingly" element and could 

not pursue "recklessly" as there was no serious physical harm.  

I drafted citation 43310 charging Cashman with failure to control, driving on a closed roadway, and 

hit/skip in violation of 4511.202, 4511.71, and 4549.021 ORC respectively.  I faxed a detective order 

of release and the citation to the Montgomery County Jail where the citation was served upon Cashman 

who signed the citation acknowledging his receipt of it and the court date of Wednesday, June 12, 

2019, at 0830 hours. 

Very Respectfully,

Det. B. Brown #13

Adm. Asst. April Lay
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