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Unit #1 was traveling east on Benchwood Road in the left 

straight lane of travel and when at the I-75 overpass, 

failed to obey the traffic control device, red light, and in 

so doing collided with Unit #2 which was traveling southeast 

onto Benchwood Road in the left turn lane from I-75 

southbound on ramp.
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On Wednesday, August 29, 2018 at 1127 hours, I was dispatched to Benchwood Road at the I-75 overpass

regarding a non-injury two car crash. Both drivers had relocated to the parking lot of Rite Rug 3575 

Wyse Road in Vandalia, Ohio.

Upon arrival, I met with all occupants of Unit #1 and Unit #2, including the father of Unit #2 Michael 

L. McElwee (co-owner). All drivers and occupants were not injured during the accident.

I spoke to the occupants of Unit #1 (Driver- Connie E. Musgrove, Front Right Passenger- Vernon Thomas, 

and Left Rear Passenger- Antonio Velasquez). Mrs. Musgrove, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Velasques stated they 

all three moved to Ohio from Mississippi recently and they are all staying at St. Vincent De Paul 

homeless shelter, 120 W. Apple Street Dayton, Ohio with Mrs. Musgrove's infant child.

Mrs. Musgrove, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Velasques stated they were traveling east on Benchwood Road and 

while proceeding through the intersection over I-75, they were struck on the left rear by Unit #2 

while the driver was making a left turn onto Benchwood Road from I-75 southbound exit ramp. 

Mrs. Musgrove, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Velasques stated they had a green light, however they were not aware 

of the two separate traffic lights at the intersection. The first traffic light will turn red while 

the second traffic light will stay green. It is common that drivers will over look the first traffic 

light and only see the second traffic light and proceed through the intersection. This area is common 

for traffic accidents.

I asked Mrs. Musgrove for an insurance card, and Mr. Thomas spoke up and stated they did not have 

insurance and reminded me they just moved to Ohio from Mississippi. I asked if they had insurance 

through Mississippi and Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Musgrove replied "NO".

Mrs. Musgrove, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Velasques completed witness statements regarding the crash.

I spoke to the driver of Unit #1 Cason McElwee. Mr. McElwee stated he was turning onto Benchwood Road 

(eastbound) from the I-75 southbound exit ramp. Mr. McElwee stated he had the green light and while 

proceeding through the intersection (looking left) he was struck on the right front by Unit #2 that 

had ran the red light on Benchwood Road.  Both units spoke and relocated to the parking lot of Rite 

Rug 3575 Wyse Road in Vandalia, Ohio.

Mr. McElwee's father Michael McElwee was onscene as well. Michael is the co-owner of Unit #2 including 

the license plates that were on Unit #2 that were never transferred to Unit #2. 

Mr. McElwee completed a witness statement regarding the crash.

I photographed the damage to Unit #1 and Unit #2. The photographs have been attached to this report.

During the investigation, it was determined Unit #1 failed to stop for the traffic light that resulted 

in the accident. I cited Mrs. Musgrove for failure to obey a traffic control device. Mrs. Musgrove was 

provided a court date to appear and provide proof of insurance.

While speaking to Mr. McElwee, I inquired about the license plate belonging to another vehicle. Mr. 

McElwee and Michael McElwee stated they purchased the vehicle from a dealer in October of 2017 and 

believed the dealer was responsible for transferring the license plate from the vehicle they traded 

in.

I advised them they were responsible for the transfer. I asked Mr. McElwee if he had the paperwork 

from the dealer for the purchase of the vehicle. Mr. McElwee replied "YES" and removed the paperwork 

from the glove box and handed me the paperwork. Mr. McElwee handed me an envelope that had not been 

opened. The envelope contained paperwork that was mailed to Mr. McElwee from the dealership.
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I asked Mr. McElwee to open the envelope so we could look at the paperwork from the dealer to 

determine the vehicle information. The envelope was open by Mr. McElwee and handed to me. The first 

paper from the dealer stated the owner was responsible for transferring the license plates. Mr. 

McElwee replied " I guess I should have open the envelope when I received it in the mail".

I cited Mr. McElwee for failure to transfer registration. I verbally warned Mr. McElwee and Michael 

McElwee for expired license plates and for not having a front license plate on the vehicle.

Respectfully,

Sergeant Bilbrey
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