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Unit #1 was traveling northbound on Frederick Pike and when 

at 8280 Frederick Pike, lost control of the vehicle, ran off 

the right side of the roadway, and struck a utility pole in 

the front yard of 8320 Frederick Pike. The impact with the 

pole caused unit #1 to turn over onto its top and come to 

final rest.
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On 07/30/2018, Sgt. Bilbrey and I responded to 8280 Frederick Pike for an injury crash. We were 

initially told the vehicle was starting to catch fire and there were three children trapped inside. 

While en route, dispatch updated the call that the children had all been extricated from the vehicle. 

Upon arrival I found the driver, Jessyca R. McCracken, and the three juvenile passengers, Gabriel 

McCracken (2), Lucas McCracken (4), and Benjamin Eickman (6) were all sitting in a yard to the west of 

the crash scene and were being attended to by fire/EMS crews and several bystanders who came to help. 

All four were alert and oriented and appeared to have non-incapacitating injuries. Mrs. McCracken's 

vehicle (unit #1) was on it's top after having crashed into Dayton Power & Light (DP&L) utility pole 

#320423, which broke the utility pole in two and caused a transformer and multiple utility lines to 

fall to the ground. 

During the investigation, I identified two witnesses to the crash, who both completed witness 

statements. Nora Prater lives at 8280 Frederick Pike. She heard a loud noise, looked out and saw unit 

#1 slide off the road and hit the utility pole. Kenneth L. Sigler was in a truck traveling north on 

Frederick Pike behind unit #1. He said it appeared unit #1's right tires got off the right edge of the 

road, and the tire pulled the minivan into the ditch. He said when unit #1 hit the utility pole, the 

back end came up into the air and "cart-wheeled" over onto its top. He said Mrs. McCracken was able to 

crawl out of the vehicle, but the three children were all stuck inside and were screaming. He crawled 

into the minivan and extricated each of the children from their safety seats (booster seat for 

Benjamin), and handed them off to another bystander. 

The Butler Township Fire Department transported all four occupants to Grandview Medical Center. I gave 

Mrs. McCracken my business card and asked her to call me tomorrow so I could meet with her to obtain 

information for this report. 

Sgt. Bilbrey took digital photographs of the scene, and he assisted me with baseline measurements of 

the scene using a traffic wheel. We used a utility pole in the front yard of 8303 Frederick Pike as 

our reference point (RP). The utility pole did not have any number listed on it. The distance from fog 

line to fog line was 21', and the distance of each lane from fog line to the center of the roadway was 

10'6". The remaining measurements are recorded on an attached OH-2 Baseline Diagram Measurement Sheet.

DP&L responded to fix the utility pole and restore power to the area residents. It took over ten hours 

for DP&L to completely repair the damage and reopen the road. 

On 07/31/2018, Mrs. McCracken called me at the office and I made arrangements to meet her to complete 

the report. I met with her at her home in West Milton. She completed a witness statement and told me 

she had looked down at her phone to change the song that was playing. Once her right tire left the 

road, she was not able to regain control. She remembered hitting the utility pole, then the next thing 

she knew she was upside down and her kids were all screaming. None of the children, nor Mrs. 

McCracken, suffered any major injuries, and she said the children just had marks from their seat 

belts. Mrs. McCracken believed she was traveling 45 to 50 MPH prior to the crash. 

I issued Mrs. McCracken a citation for failure to control. There is nothing further to report at this 

time.
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