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Unit 1 was traveling south on Peters Pike in the south 
bound lane of travel. When at the intersection of Little 
York and Peters Pike Unit 1 drove around a fire engine that 
was blocking the roadway at and emergency scene and struck 
Unit 2 who was stopped on Peters Pike in the north bound 
lane of travel, with a live power line across the vehicle. 
Then continued south bound on Peters Pike leaving the 
scene.
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On October 20, 2018 at 1833 hours a storm had come through and knocked down trees and power lines in 

the area. A white Dodge Journey bearing Ohio registration HKS4968 had struck a down power line while 

traveling north on Peters Pike at Little York Road. The family was trapped inside the car until DP&L 

could arrive on scene to shut off the power. Butler Township fire crews, Engine 89 had blocked south 

bound Peters Pike at Little York Road to prevent any south bound traffic from coming through. The 

overhead lights were activate Engine 89 and it was completely across the roadway. A white Chevy 

Terrain traveling south on Peters Pike, bearing Ohio registration 138YMT, arrived at the intersection 

of Little York Road and Peters Pike, while Engine 89 still had the roadway blocked. The other vehicle 

was also still on scene with the live power lines still on it.

The driver of the Chevy Terrain, later identified Ronald J. Gregoncza, drove around Engine 89 while 

fire crews were on foot in the area, proceeded through the original emergency scene, striking the live 

wire and the vehicle with the family trapped inside. After striking the wire and the vehicle Gregoncza 

continued south on Peters Pike and was stopped on Peters Pike at Meeker Road, by Officer Jackson and 

Officer Dexter. Officer Jackson tested Gregoncza for OVI, while I handled the crash scene north of the 

stop. 

Fire Crews advised that Gregoncza drove around Engine 89 while they were yelling at him and also 

blowing the air horn on the fire engine. Gregoncza's driver side mirror was broken off when he struck 

the wire and the vehicle with the family inside, causing damage to the vehicle. I issued Gregoncza a 

citation for reckless operation, for driving through and emergency scene while emergency responders 

were present and a family was trapped inside a vehicle with live wires on it. Failure to control for 

striking the live power line and the vehicle that it was on with small children inside, and leaving 

the scene of an accident for not stopping and continuing south bound on Peters Pike without stopping. 

Respectfully submitted,

Officer T. Maples # 17

Ofc. Tim Maples 17
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