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Unit #1 was traveling westbound on Silver Rock Avenue in 
the westbound lane and when near Benchwood Road, Unit #1 
lost control of the vehicle, struck the curb, ran over a 
stop sign, and proceeded across Benchwood Road before 
coming to a stop in the grass.
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On Friday, August 4, 2017, at 1916 hours, Officers G. Jackson, J. Rieder, and I were dispatched to 

2961 Benchwood Road located in Butler Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, for what was initially 

reported as suspicious activity with a vehicle's windshield being shot out.  Dispatch further advised 

that the vehicle ran over a stop sign and was driving on Silver Rock.

Upon our arrival at 1920 hours into the Benchwood Plat, Jackson and Rieder traveling north on Walnut 

Ridge while I continued west on Benchwood Road.  As I approached Silver Rock Avenue I saw a downed 

stop sign and asked nearby residents where the truck was and they pointed to a black Ford F-150, which 

was parked near 3101 Silver Rock.  I approached the truck and saw a white male standing at the opened 

passenger door looking inside the vehicle.  I called out my location of 3101 Silver Rock and the Ohio 

registration of the truck, which was HCL7416.  I approached the man and as he saw me, he immediately 

raised both hands in the air.  I frisked the man for weapons and then had him lower his hands.  I 

later identified the man as Ronald A. Johnston via his Ohio Driver License.  

Rieder approached and confronted Johnston stating, that witnesses had informed him that Johnston was 

traveling at a high rate of speed and when he had hit the curb, the ladder fell out of the truck, 

which sounded like gunshots.  Johnston stated that he was driving on westbound on Silver Rock Avenue 

towards Benchwood Road when his front tire blew causing him to run off the road to the right, run over 

the stop sign, and proceed across Benchwood until he came to a stop.  Johnston stated he was traveling 

at approximately 40 MPH.  While speaking, I smelled the odor of an alcoholic beverage coming from 

Johnston.  I asked Johnston if he had been drinking and he replied that he was badly shaken after the 

crash and had slammed a few beers to calm his nerves.  

I observed along Silver Rock Avenue tire marks in the grassy area between the curb and the sidewalk. I 

observed tire marks on the curb as well.  The tire marks led to the post to the stop sign, which was 

laying nearly flat.  I observed that the stop sign was across the street on Benchwood Road.  I walked 

around the truck and observed that the right front tire was flat and I observed a puncture in the 

sidewall as well as a dent in the wheel.  The right rear tire was low and I observed a dent in its 

wheel as well.  I retrieved the stop sign and placed it next to the post.  

I issued Johnston citation 42964 for failure to maintain reasonable control in violation of 4511.202 

of the Ohio Revised Code.  I advised Johnston of his court date of Tuesday, August 15, 2017, at 0830 

hours and advised him that if he did not show up, he could face additional criminal penalties.  I took 

fourteen digital photographs of the crash scene and vehicle.  

Very Respectfully,

Officer B. Brown #13

Ofc. Brian Brown 13
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