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Unit #1 was traveling westbound on Little York Road in the 

westbound lane and when at 2640, Unit #1 lost control of the 

vehicle while making a U-turn, went off the road on the 

north side of the roadway, and got stuck in the ditch.
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On Saturday, May 6, 2017, at 1918 hours, I was dispatched to 2640 Little York Road located in Butler 

Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, for a property damage crash.

While en route, dispatch dispatch advised that the driver, a black male wearing a red shirt exited the 

vehicle and was walking towards Peters Pike.  Near 2935 Little York I saw a black male wearing a black 

jacket walking eastbound.  I stopped and asked the man if he had been involved in a crash.  The man 

replied that he had not.  I resumed driving to the crash location where I arrived at 1924 hours.  Upon 

my arrival I observed a cream colored Chrysler PT Cruiser bearing Ohio registration Green 11 facing 

east and north of the roadway.  The right front wheel was in a ditch and touching a concrete culvert.  

The rear left wheel was off of the ground due to the depth of the ditch the vehicle was in.  

The vehicle had a Green Scape Horticultural Services logo on the sides and ends.  I also observed a 

black female sitting in the passenger floorboard.  I identified the female as Kneshia N. Mills via her 

social security number.  Mills stated that she could not move and I could observed a bump in the middle 

of her forehead as well as a scratch on the side of her face.  I notified dispatch that I had an injury 

crash and had one trapped. I asked Mills who was driving and she replied "Ben Morning".  Also on scene 

were three black females who stated that they had observed the crash.  I obtained written witness 

statements from those females.  All three statements indicated that a black male was driving and had 

departed the scene on foot after the crash.  I then took several digital photographs of the crash 

scene.  As this was going on, Officer J. Rieder had made contact with the same man I had seen walking 

towards Peters Pike at 2935 Little York and identified him as Benjamin Morning.  Rieder detained 

Morning and returned him to the crash scene.  Morning was wearing a black jacket.

Upon Rieder's arrival at the crash scene, I went to his marked Butler Township Police vehicle and 

opened the rear seat to see the same man I had passed while en route to the crash scene.  Upon opening 

the door, I could smell the odor of an alcoholic beverage coming from Morning.  I also observed that 

his eyes were glazed.  I had Morning step out.  I asked Morning to submit to a standardized field 

sobriety test, which he refused.  Morning denied that he had been driving.  I informed Morning that he 

was under arrest for operating a vehicle while intoxicated in violation of 4511.19 of the Ohio Revised 

Code.  I handcuffed Morning's hands behind his back, checked for proper spacing, and double-locked the 

handcuffs.  I searched Morning incident to his arrest and placed him into the rear of my marked Butler 

Township Police vehicle.  I learned that the medics had removed Mills from the vehicle and were 

transporting her to the Good Samaritan Hospital.  I called for a tow truck.  Officer B. Smith had 

arrived and took touch DNA samples from the steering wheel and gear shift selector.  I witnessed as he 

moistened the swabs with distilled water and rubbed the steering wheel with two swabs.  He then placed 

the swabs into a slide box.  I witnessed as he moistened different swabs with distilled water and 

rubbed the gear shift selector.  He then placed those swabs into a slide box.  He handed the slide 

boxes to me and I placed them into an evidence envelope.  Busy Bee arrived, winched the vehicle out of 

the ditch and onto the truck, and departed.

I returned to the Butler Township Police Department where I read the Bureau of Motor Vehicles form 2255 

to Morning, which was witnessed by Rieder.  Morning refused to submit to any tests.  I completed 

citation 42610 and charged Morning with operating a vehicle while under the influence in violation of 

4511.19 of the Ohio Revised Code.  I also charged him with driving without a license in violation of 

4510.12 of the Ohio Revised Code, failing to sop after an accident on a public road in violation of 

4549.02 of the Ohio Revised Code, and failure to control in violation of 4511.202 of the Ohio Revised 

Code.  I transported Morning to the Montgomery County Jail where I transferred him and his property to 

the corrections staff.

I drove to the Good Samaritan Hospital located at 2222 Philadelphia Drive in Dayton and entered into 

emergency room #10 where Mills was receiving care.  I recorded an interview with Mills, which was 

uploaded to this report.  Mills stated that Ben Morning had been driving the vehicle at the time of the 

crash.  Mills stated that she and Morning are in a relationship.  Mills stated that she and Morning 

were en route to their home located on Cherry Street after having dined on Miller Lane, but could not 

recall the restaurant.  She stated that they both had consumed alcohol with their meal.  Mills stated 

that Morning insisted on driving, and was upset that he had left her in the car and fled.  I advised 

Mills that the car had been towed by Busy Bee and gave her a business card with their information.      
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I returned to the Butler Township Police Department where I booked Morning's jacket, a comb, a knife, 

and the touch DNA swabs into the property room.

Very Respectfully,

Officer B. Brown #13

Sgt. Lonnie Bilbrey
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On Saturday, May 6, 2017, at 1918 hours, Officer Brown and I were dispatched to 2640 Little York Road 

on a reported crash.  Dispatch said a the driver, a black male, was walking away from the scene towards 

Peters Pike.  I started driving that way from post.

As I got close to Peters Pike on Little York Road, at least 4 drivers coming from the direction of the 

crash, and towards me, flashed their headlights to get my attention.  I stopped and 4 people told me 

the driver from the crash on Little York was walking this way.  They said he was a black male wearing 

all black.  

I continued driving past Peters Pike and located a black male wearing all black walking in front of 

2935 Little York Road.  He was the only person walking on Peters Pike and matched the description given 

by the people who flagged me down.  I activated my lights and made contact with him.

I asked the male if he had just been involved in a crash.  He said "No" and my partner had already 

stopped him and asked about it.  He said he was just walking to get some cigarettes.  I could smell a 

strong odor of an alcoholic beverage on his breath and noted his eyes were bloodshot and glassy.  His 

speech appeared slurred and he was swaying while standing still.

I explained that people had told me he was the driver of the vehicle.  He got upset and said I could 

not stop "every black man" I saw.  I explained again the people and dispatch we received.  He then said 

something to the effect that that women's boyfriend "beats her ass" and he tried to save her.  He 

stopped and said something to the effect that he saw the crash and knew the people in it, but was not 

involved.  He then said he saw the driver run through the bushes.

Based on the fact that dispatch had reported the driver walking away from the crash towards Peters 

Pike, he matched the description of the driver who walked away, and the drivers all flagging me down 

indicating he was the driver from the crash, I believed, in fact, that he was the driver.  I told him I 

was going to take him back to the crash scene while we continue the investigation.  He again insinuated 

I was just "harassing a black man" and told me to "just take me to jail, I'll call my dad.  Just take 

me to jail, I aint got nothin to due with that."

I placed him in my back seat after patting him down for weapons.  He verbally indicated his name is Ben 

Germaine Morning.  I found he had no OL and a warrant out of the pickup radius in Florida.  I 

transported him to the crash scene.

I had heard Officer Brown call for the fire department and he had an injured passenger trapped in the 

vehicle.  I learned from Officer Brown that the passenger told him the driver of the vehicle was Ben 

Morning.  I told him I had Mr. Morning in my back seat.

I returned to Mr. Morning and told him he was lying to me and he had been identified as the driver of 

the vehicle.  He continued to deny the fact and continued saying I was just harassing him.  He then 

began saying "It's all them white mother fuckers who told you it was a black man."  He obviously did 

not know the witnesses at the scene were also, in fact, black.

Officer Smith arrived on scene and collected DNA swabs from the vehicle as evidence.  Officer Brown 

took Mr. Morning to his cruiser and after his observations, asked him to submit to a field sobriety 

test.  He replied by saying he didn't drive nothing and I never saw him driving.  Officer Brown 

arrested him for OVI.

I assisted Officer Brown with reading the BMV form 2255 to Mr. Morning.  I held the form up in the back 

seat for him to read and he laid down and away from me.  He then acted as if he was snoring.  Officer 

Brown continued reading and Mr. Morning popped up and began yelling about him not driving.  He made 

several racial comments and slurs towards me and began staring directly at my eyes, as if trying to 

intimidate me.  He stared at my name tag intensely then back at me.  After the reading was done I 

walked away from his tirade and continued my paperwork.

Respectfully,

Sgt. Lonnie Bilbrey

Ofc. John Rieder 15
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Officer John J. Rieder, #15.
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Injury crash.  Driver exited vehicle and departed scene in front of multiple witnesses.  Passenger trapped in car.  

Witnesses described driver and passenger identified driver.  Driver located short distance away, was intoxicated, and 

arrested for OVI.
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