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Unit #1 was traveling westbound on Martindale Road, and when 

at approximately 100 feet west of 613 Martindale Road, Unit 

#1 struck the closed high water gates.  Unit #1 then fled 

the scene without reporting the crash.
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On Friday, May 5, 2017, at 2228 hours, I was dispatched to 613 Martindale Road in Butler Township, 

Montgomery County, Ohio, on a crash where an unknown vehicle struck the closed high water gates that 

are located approximately 50 feet west of the driveway to 613 Martindale Road.

On arrival, I found the high water gates open and unsecured.  There was no sign of any vehicle in the 

area.  I drove down to the high water area and checked the high water area with the spotlight on my 

patrol vehicle.  I did not see any vehicle or evidence that a vehicle went into the high water.

The right half of the gate was still mostly in the roadway, while the left half was knocked back to 

its normal open position.  The left gate half was stuck behind the pole it would be secured to when it 

was normally open.

I checked the scene and located two pieces of vehicle debris most likely belonging to the suspect 

vehicle.  I also located the padlock to the high water gate about 120 feet from the gate on the south 

edge of the road.  Half of the hasp portion of the pad lock was broken off during the crash.  I was 

not able to locate the missing hasp portion on scene. I photographed the scene and collected the two 

pieces of road debris and padlock as evidence.  No other evidence was located at the scene.

I initially could not close the gate back because the left half was stuck behind the post.  With the 

assistance of Officer Harlow, we were able to get the gate closed.  Officer Harlow used a pair of flex 

cuffs to secure the two gate halves together until the Montgomery County Engineer could replace the 

chain and padlock.  

I had dispatch contact the Montgomery County Engineer's Office answering service and advise them of 

the crash and that the gate would need a new chain and padlock. It should be noted that all of the 

high water warning signs and road closed warning signs were properly displayed all along Martindale 

Road from Frederick Pike to the high water gates.

At this time, there were no known witnesses to the crash.  I examined the two pieces of debris and 

both appeared to be left and right trim pieces.  The parts had Ford emblem stamped on the inside, 

along with several different numbers.  It was unknown to what model the parts belonged.

The two parts and the padlock were marked, packaged, tagged, sealed, and placed directly into the 

property room by me as property room supervisor.

There was nothing further to report at this time.

Respectfully,

Sgt. Mark Morgan 5
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