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Unit #1 was traveling north on Miller Lane in the northbound 

lane when she observed a man hole cover partially raised 

from the road surface.  Unit #1 straddled the partially 

raised man hole cover damaging her vehicle.
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On Wednesday, April 5, 2017, at 1929 hours, I was dispatched to the Hampton Inn and Suites located at 

7043 Miller Lane in Butler Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, for a single vehicle property damage 

crash that occurred in front of O'Charleys located at 7030 Miller Lane.

Upon my arrival at 1929 hours, I observed a blue 2001 Ford Escape bearing Ohio registration FRU1967, 

which was parked in a parking space.  I could see a disipating trail of oil coming from beneath the 

Ford.  I made contact with Allie E. Roberts, who I identified via her Ohio Driver License, who was 

driving the Ford, and received her report.  Roberts reported that she was driving north on Miller Lane 

in the northbound lane during the heavy rain and observed that a man hole cover was raised from the 

road surface in front of her.  She stated that the cover was nearly vertical to the road surface.  

Roberts reported that due to traffic congestion she was unable to swerve around the cover or stop.  

Roberts elected to straddled it.  Roberts reported feeling the vehicle shudder as it struck the cover 

and immediately saw her check engine oil light illuminate.  Roberts immediately turned into the 

driveway of the Hampton Inn and Suites, pulled into a parking space, and turned off the ignition.

I walked to Miller Lane and inspected the man hole covers in the vicinity.  None of the covers were 

open and I could not detect any damage to any of them.  Earlier in the shift, I had received a call 

for service reporting a raised man hole cover in the roadway in front of Max and Erma's located at 

6930 Miller Lane.  I drove on Miller Lane, but did not see any raised covers.  Prior to the crash, the 

township was under a thunderstorm warning and we were experiencing exceptionally heavy rains.  

visibility was poor at best.  

I took eleven digital photographs of the vehicle and surrounding area.  Roberts had called her father 

who arrived and made towing arrangements.

Very Respectfully,

Officer B. Brown #13

Ofc. Brian Brown 13
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