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Unit #1 was traveling southbound on Frederick Pike in the 
southbound lane when at 7870, Unit #1 lost control due to 
speed, which was excessive for the road and weather 
conditions: snowing with snow and ice covered roadways.  
Unit #1 attempted to stop, but slid into a parked truck, 
which was parked facing north in the southbound lane, which 
was attempting to assist a stuck vehicle unrelated to this 
crash.  The posted speed limit was 45 MPH.
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On Saturday, December 9, 2017, at 1819 hours, I was dispatched to 7870 Frederick Pike located in 

Butler Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, for an injury crash.  I activated my emergency lights and 

siren and proceeded southbound on Frederick Pike from the scene of a disabled motorist.  The region's 

first snowfall had occurred and the roadways were extremely slick with ice and snow.

As I approached the scene from the north at 1821 hours, I stepped on my brake pedal and slid 

southbound for over 30 yards before coming to a stop before a black Hyundai sedan bearing Ohio 

personalized registration BIPP.  The Hyundai was facing to the southwest with its nose in the 

southbound lane and its tail in the northbound lane.  I exited my vehicle and spoke with the driver of 

the Hyundai, who I later identified as William B. Ward, II, via his Ohio Driver License, who was 

sitting in the driver's seat with both front airbags deployed.  I asked if he were ok and he replied 

that he was.  

In the ditch on the westside of the road near the front of the Hyundai, was a black Honda sedan, which 

had slid off the road prior to this crash.  The Honda was not involved in the crash.  

Further south in the roadway were several people, two of which appeared to have been involved in the 

crash.  One was sitting on the ground and was being assisted by the other.  As I approached, the 

second assisted the first to a standing position.  I asked if they were injured and they stated that 

they believed so.  I instructed them to enter into the rear of my marked Butler Township Police 

vehicle to get out of the snow, warm up, and be protected from any other vehicular traffic.  I radioed 

Officers J. Rieder and A. Hayslip and requested they close Frederick Pike near the location that 

Interstate 70 passes overhead as Frederick Pike was very slick.  They complied.  Fire department 

apparatus arrived and closed off Frederick Pike to the south of the crash scene.  I also radioed 

dispatch and requested they contact the Montgomery County Road Department to treat the roadway 

surface.    

I learned that a silver Nissan Xterra bearing Ohio registration HFH1861 had also been involved in the 

crash and learned that it and its driver were parked on Alvira Avenue.  There were two witnesses to 

the crash, who I identified as Alexander B. Johnson and Danielle S. Wade via their names and dates of 

birth, and I received their verbal and written statements.  Johnson and Wade stated that they and the 

driver of the Nissan, Lewis M. Demoss, had stopped to assist the occupants of the Honda, which had 

slid off the road.  The Nissan was facing north in the southbound lane.  The occupants of the Honda 

were later identified as Derek M. Helm and Pedro M. Campos.  Demoss was in the driver's seat of the 

Nissan while Johnson and Wade stepped into a nearby driveway to get out of the roadway.  Helm and 

Campos were attempting to attach a tow cable to the rear of the Nissan as the Hyundai was traveling 

southbound in the southbound lane.  Johnson and Wade both opined that the Hyundai was traveling 

between 40 and 50 miles per hour.  They saw the Hyundai begin to slide and yelled out a warning for 

the others.  Demoss later stated he jumped out of the Nissan just prior to the impact.  Helm later 

stated that he pushed himself away from the left of the Nissan prior to the impact while Campos who 

was standing directly behind the Nissan was struck by the rear of the Nissan after it was struck by 

the Hyundai.  

I returned to my patrol vehicle and spoke with Helm and Campos.  I identified both of them via their 

names and dates of birth.  Both Butler Township and Vandalia medics arrived and began assessing Ward, 

Helm, and Campos.  The Butler medic transported Ward to Grandview Hospital while the Vandalia Medic 

transported Helm and Campos to Good Samaritan.  Busy Bee arrived and began loading the Hyundai, the 

Nissan, and the Honda.  

After they departed, I had Johnson and Wade enter my vehicle and took them to Alvira Avenue where I 

met with Demoss, the owner and operator of the Nissan.  I identified him via his Ohio Driver License 

and received his verbal and written statement.  Demoss stated that he stopped to assist the Honda and 

was stopped in the southbound lane when the Hyundai came south in the southbound lane and struck his 

stationary vehicle. 
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On Sunday, December 10, 2017, Wade arrived at the Butler Township Police Department where I received 

his written statement.  His statement corroborated all the others with the only exception being the 

speed.  Wade stated he was traveling between 10 and 15 miles per hour.  

On Monday, December 11, 2017, I went to the homes of Campos and Helm.  Both young men were released 

from the hospital with only minor bumps and bruises.  I received a verbal and written statement from 

Campos while only speaking to Helm's father as Derek was at work.
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I elected to not assign blame to either Wade in the Hyundai or Demoss in the Nissan as both parties 

bear a shared responsibility.  The Nissan was stopped facing north in the southbound land.  I suspect 

the Hyundai was traveling faster than the road conditions allowed.  I know that Frederick Pike was 

exceptionally slick as I slid down the hill prior to reaching the scene.

Very Respectfully,

Officer B. Brown #13

Ofc. Brian Brown 13
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