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On Monday, October 30, 2017, at 2026 hours, I was dispatched to Meeker Road at Meeker Creek Drive on a
reported traffic hazard. Dispatch said the unknown caller reported a light pole was down in the
roadway.

I arrived at 2146 hours. I saw a trail of fluid that was coming to the south on Meeker Creek Road and
proceeding westbound on Meeker Road. I pulled onto Meeker Creek Road and discovered that a light pole
that is on the center median was knocked over, and the pole was gone. This is where the trail of
fluid started.

I saw the glass from the pole light was on the ground under where the pole had been, and also in the
roadway, to the north of the pole. I saw two pieces of the pole base, still in the median, but laying
to the south of the pole location approximately 10 feet. I saw exposed electrical wires from the base
of the pole, and contacted fire to check to see if this was an electrical hazard.

I investigated further, and approximately 50 yards to the north of the pole base, I found the pole,
lying in the grass, on the east side of Meeker Creek Road. Approximately 20 to 30 feet further north
from that, there were 2 other pieces of the pole base, also in the grass, north of the destroyed pole.
I could see the concrete on the median, by the pole, had chunks missing, as if a vehicle had drove
southbound on Meeker Creek Road, drove over the median, and continued driving south in the northbound
lane, towards Meeker Road. This appears to be how the damage occurred to the vehicle, causing the
fluid to leak.

The trail of fluid is suspected of being engine o0il, possibly from the o0il pan being damaged. I
requested Officer Maples to respond and track the oil. The fire department arrived on scene and
examined the wires and determined there was no power, or hazard present. Using their lights, I could
see a spot, in the grass, on the east side of the road, near the pole and debris, which appeared to be
tire marks, as if a vehicle drove into the grass. It was difficult to determine if this was from a
motor vehicle, or a lawnmower, as there was several marks in the grass from a lawnmower.

Officer Maples tracked the oil trail, going westbound on Meeker Road, then going southbound onto
Meeker Woods, and the trail stopped in front of a house at the dead end. There was a puddle of oil,
but no other trail. It is suspected the vehicle had been towed, or trailered from that point.

Officer Maples said he spoke to neighbors, who could not provide any information. Officer Maples also
took photographs of the scene for me.

At this time, I am not sure what events happened during this crash. I can’t determine what direction
the suspect vehicle had been driving when the crash occurred due to the debris being scattered both
directions, and the trail of oil going in the opposite direction. There are no witnesses or evidence
at the scene to assist me.

I did learn that the pole is owned by the Meeker Creek Home Association, and there was a
representative at the scene, aware of the damage. The representative left before I got his
information. At this time, I request this case be suspended until leads are developed to pursue a
suspect.

On Tuesday, October 31, 2017, Officer Naas apparently got a call from Sharon Studebaker, of 2421 Arbor
Glen Court. She was reporting a crash concerning this accident, and he referred her to me. I
received this information on 11-6-17 from Sergeant Bilbrey, who assigned me the follow up.

On Thursday, November 9, 2017, at approximately 1900 hours, I called and spoke to Ms. Studebaker. She
said that her husband had been driving on Meeker Road, then turned onto Meeker Creek Drive, and struck
the light pole that was already knocked over in the road. She said the vehicle's radiator sustained
damage because he had drug the pole for several feet before stopping. She said he was able to get it
unstuck, but the radiator was leaking fluid.
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This would explain how the pole and base parts got moved so far from the scene, to the north. She
said he had pulled up onto the curb, into the grass area, to dislodge the pole. Since this was a
second crash, I told her we would be out to take a report. I also learned they had taken the car to
get repaired, and it is still in the shop. Officer Jackson will respond to their house and take a
separate crash report. At this time, I still do not have any leads as to the original suspect who hit
the pole, and left the oil trail.

Respectfully,
Officer John J. Rieder, #15
Respectfully Submitted,

Officer John J. Rieder, #15.
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