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1940

Unit #1 was traveling eastbound on North Sunny Ridge Road 

and stopped just prior to the intersection with North Dixie 

Drive.  Unit #1 attempted to elude police and backed up at 

speed and struck Unit #2, which was unoccupied and legally 

parked in front of 1940 North Sunny Ridge Road on the south 

side of the road.

The impact of Unit #1 with Unit #2 caused Unit #2 to be 

driven backwards into Unit #3, which was also unoccupied and 

legally parked in front of 1940 North Sunny Ridge Road on 

the south side of the road.

Unit #1 then fled the scene, drove through the yard of 1933 

North Sunny Ridge Road, and drove westbound on North Sunny 

Ridge Road.
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On Wednesday, October 25, 2017, at about 2314 hours, I heard Officer A. Harlow radio that she had a 

vehicle that was not stopping for her.  Part of her radio traffic was that the fleeing vehicle had 

significant damage to its rear and may have struck a vehicle on North Sunny Ridge Road.

The fleeing vehicle crashed off the west side of North Dixie Drive just north of Stop Eight Road in 

Vandalia Ohio.  The driver, who was also the registered owner, fled the scene on foot.  The vehicle 

was a silver 2004 Honda Accord, bearing Ohio registration HER1965, and it was registered to Jonathan 

Case Hoffman. A K9 assisted search was conducted, but Hoffman was not found in the area.

The front seat passenger was identified as Heather N. New, who had to be pulled from the crash vehicle 

and had a severely injured right upper arm. While at the scene, New identified Hoffman as the driver 

of the vehicle when it crashed. The right rear passenger was identified as Benjamin J. Prewitt, who 

had been totally ejected from the vehicle during the crash.  The crash was handled by the Ohio State 

Highway Patrol. Both passengers were transported to Miami Valley Hospital by medic.

On Wednesday, October 25, 2017, at 2350 hours, I was dispatched to 1940 North Sunny Ridge Road on a 

hit and run crash.  The crash had been called in at about 2317 hours, which was just after Officer 

Harlow called out initial call.  

On arrival, I saw a silver 2010 Mitsubishi Lancer, bearing Ohio registration HDV5156, with significant 

damage to its front end.  The Lancer had been pushed backwards into a blue 2003 Jeep Liberty, bearing 

Ohio registration HBR3906.  Both vehicles had been unoccupied and legally parked along the south side 

curb in front of this address.

I contacted the owner of the Lancer, Keith L. Debraux II, and the owner of the Liberty, Ke'Shawn N. 

Deam-Debraux, concerning the crash.  Both lived at the address, and both said the vehicles had 

Goodville Mutual Insurance. I provided them a business card with the crash number.

I examined the crash scene.  There were several red taillight lens pieces at the scene, where the 

suspect vehicle had struck the Lancer.  The suspect vehicle then drove in a loop through the yard of 

1933 North Sunny Ridge Road before fleeing westbound on North Sunny Ridge Road.  

I contacted the resident at 1933 North Sunny Ridge Road, Adam W. Maxwell, and I provided him a 

business card with the crash number.  I took evidence photographs of the scene, both damaged vehicles, 

and the tire marks in the yard.  I collected several red taillight lens pieces and other silver 

plastic pieces, which were believed to be from the suspect vehicle. The pieces were later submitted to 

the property room as evidence.

On Friday, October 27, 2017, I was advised by Lt. Guthrie that charges were presented to the 

prosecutor, and Hoffman will be charged from report #17-069357, which would include charges in 

relation to this crash. 

There was nothing further to report at this time.

Respectfully,

Sgt. Mark Morgan 5
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