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Unit #1 was traveling westbound on Old Springfield Road in 
the westbound lane, and when approximately 50 feet west of 
4279 Old Springfield Road, Unit #1 pulled onto an old 
railway bed, lost control of the vehicle, and entered into 
the ditch becoming stuck.
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On Wednesday, October 4, 2017, at 1608 hours, I was dispatched to 4279 Old Springfield Road in Butler 

Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, for a property damage crash.

Upon my arrival at 1615 hours, I observed at tan colored Ford Escort station wagon, bearing Ohio 

registration HFE3024, in a ditch adjacent an old north/south railway bed to the west of the address.  

I identified the driver as Jerry A. Brooks, the front right passenger as Vernon R. Sells, and the left 

rear passenger as David W. Beltz via their social security numbers.  Brooks had watery eyes and had an 

odor of an alcoholic beverage coming from his person.  Sells was nearly passed out and had an order of 

an alcoholic beverage coming from him.  Beltz did not have any odors coming from him, but he did not 

possess a license to drive.

I asked the trio what happened, and they replied that they were traveling westbound on Old Springfield 

Road and attempted to turn around by pulling onto the old railway bed to the west of 4279 Old 

Springfield Road.  Brooks then inadvertently hit the gas and entered into the ditch becoming stuck.  

I called for a medic, which arrived, evaluated Sells, and departed as he was uninjured, was just 

intoxicated, and refused treatment.  I administered the horizontal gaze nystagmus test to Brooks, but 

he did not exhibit any clues.  I asked Brooks if he had anyone to call, and he stated that he would 

call his sister.  He then did so.

I ran the registration of the Escort, and the registered owner returned as Richard R. Rowley.  Rowley, 

who was Brooks' brother-in-law, soon arrived.  I recognized and identified Rowley via the LEADS 

database photograph when I ran the Escort's registration.  I asked Rowley if he would take Brooks, 

Sells, and Beltz to his home, and he agreed.  

I had Brooks and Beltz escort Sells from the Escort to the vehicle Rowley arrived in, and they all 

entered into it.  I asked Rowley what he knew of Brooks' driver license, and he replied that he 

believed that it was suspended.  I asked Rowley what he wanted done with the Escort, and he requested 

that I call a tow truck.  I called Busy Bee Towing, and the Escort was towed at Rowley's request.

I issued Brooks citation 42776 for failure to reinstate and failure to maintain reasonable control in 

violation of 4510.21 and 4511.202 of the Ohio Revised Code respectively.  I issued Rowley citation 

42777 for wrongful entrustment in violation of 4511.203.  I advised both Brooks and Rowley of their 

court date of Wednesday, October 11, 2017, at 0830 hours.  I also advised both men that if they did 

not show up for court, they could face additional criminal penalties.  All departed, and I resumed 

patrol.

Very Respectfully,

Officer B. Brown #13

Ofc. Brian Brown 13
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