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Unit #1 was traveling southbound on North Dixie Drive in 
the left-turn lane and when at Little York Road, failed to 
stop within the assured clear distance ahead and collided 
with the rear of Unit #2, which was traveling southbound on 
North Dixie Drive in the left-turn lane and was stopped in 
traffic.
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On Tuesday, April 12, 2016, at 1644 hours, I was dispatched to Beau Townsend Ford located at 1020 West 

National Road in Vandalia, Ohio, for a property damage crash that occurred at North Dixie Drive at 

Little York Road.

Upon my arrival at 1653 hours, I made contact with Ann L. Beach, who I identified via her Ohio Driver 

License, who gave me her report.  Beach stated that she was test driving a silver 2013 Ford Flex 

belonging to Beau Townsend Ford.  Beach stated that she was southbound on North Dixie Drive in the 

left-turn lane to turn onto Little York Road when she felt the vehicle jerk.  Beach reported that she 

looked to the right and saw a green Dodge Durango bearing Ohio registration GDM6549 go around her, 

hesitate, and then continue southbound on North Dixie Drive.  Beach stated that she pulled into a 

parking lot where she was joined by a witness.  The witness identified himself as "Dale" and confirmed 

with Beach the Ohio registration of GDM6549.  Dale gave Beach his phone number, (937) 460-3274.  After 

speaking with Dale, Beach returned to Beau Townsend Ford.  I asked Beach if she could describe the 

driver of the Durango and she replied that she could not.  I asked Beach why she returned to Beau 

Townsend Ford instead of immediately calling the police.  Beach replied that since it was a 

test-drive, she felt obligated to immediately return to Beau Townsend.  I obtained a written statement 

from Beach and took five digital photographs of the vehicle.   

I ran Ohio registration GDM6549 through the LEADS database and it returned to a green 2001 Dodge 

Durango.  The registered owner was listed as Darian K. Howard of 1535 Cory Drive in Dayton, Ohio 

45406.  I contacted Dayton Police Department dispatch and requested an officer to go to that address 

and see if the vehicle was there.  I received a call later that evening from an officer stating that 

the car was not in the drive, he could not see into the garage, and no one answered the door.  On 

Friday, April 15, 2016, I called Dayton Police Department dispatch again and requested an officer to 

go to the address.  I did not receive any reply.  On Saturday, April 16, 2016, I called Dale who I 

identified as Dale Vannoy.  Vannoy stated that he observed a green Dodge Durango pull out of a parking 

lot near the intersection of North Dixie Drive at Little York Road and strike Beach.  Vannoy stated 

that he gave the number to Beach.  I asked for a statement and received an email from Vannoy.  On 

Wednesday, April 20, 2016, I called Dayton Police Department dispatch again and learned that an 

officer had gone to the address on Friday, but did not see the vehicle or make contact with the 

homeowner.

On Thursday, April 21, 2016, after receiving a suggestion from Sergeant T. Stanley, I ran Howard's 

social security number through www.justiceweb.org where I learned that Howard had an address at 3051 

Jewelstone, apartment k, in Dayton.  I drove to the address where I saw the green 2001 Dodge Durango.  

I took six digital photographs of the vehicle.  The vehicle had damage on both corners of the front 

bumper.  The damage looked old to me and I did not feel that it was consistent with the damages to the 

Ford Flex.  As I was taking the photographs, Howard arrived and exited from another car.  I spoke to 

Howard who denied being involved in any accident.  He also stated that he did not allow anyone to use 

his car on the date of the crash.  Howard provided a written statement to that effect.  

I returned to the Butler Township Police Department and sought the guidance of my superiors.  They 

suggested that I obtain a scrapping of the paint transfer from the Ford Flex and have it compared to a 

sample taken from Howard's vehicle.  I called Beau Townsend Ford and learned that the Ford Flex had 

already been repaired.  

Howard and his 2001 Dodge Durango remain my best lead despite that fact that I thought the damage on 

Howard's bumper pre-existed the crash.

Very Respectfully,

Officer B. Brown #37

Ofc. Brian Brown 37
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