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Unit #1 was parked in parking spot at Stillwater United 

Methodist Church located at 6911 Frederick Pike.  The driver 

of Unit #1 entered the vehicle and the vehicle 

uncontrollably went in reverse in large arc before striking 

church building near the southwest corner causing 

significant structural damage to church.
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On Sunday, October 16, 2016 at 0901 hours, Officer Naas and I were dispatched to a single vehicle 

injury crash. According to the dispatch, the vehicle had struck the church building.

On arrival at 0906 hours, I located the crash scene at the southwest corner of the church.  I observed 

a red 1995 Plymouth Neon bearing Ohio registration 56PD by the utility double doors that lead from the 

outside the interior of the church's multi-purpose building.  Both doors were completely knocked off 

their hinges.

The driver, later identified as Lois M. Thornton was sitting in the driver's seat but leaning over 

into the passenger seat area.  Ms. Thornton was conscious and appeared to have minor injuries.  A 

member of the church congregation was talking to her and keeping Ms. Thornton calm.

Butler Township Fire Department medic personnel arrived on scene and began treating Ms. Thornton.  Ms. 

Thornton was subsequently transported to Grandview Hospital for further treatment.

While the fire department was treating Ms. Thornton, I spoke to David L. and Earla K. Sims, who had 

both witnessed the crash.  Both Mr. and Mrs. Sims said that they were in the parking lot when they 

observed Ms. Thornton arrive at the church and park in a parking spot on the south side of the 

building.

Both said Ms. Thornton exited her vehicle initially, but they said Ms. Thornton got back in her 

vehicle for an unknown reason.  Both said the vehicle then went in reverse at significant speed in an 

arc through the parking lot before hitting the church building with the vehicle's back end.  Both Mr. 

and Mrs. Sims completed written statements.

After speaking to Mr. and Mrs. Sims, I began evidence collection.  I took evidence photographs of the 

area including the parking lot, the outside of the building, and the inside of the building.  There 

was significant structural damage to the church.

I completed a tow inventory sheet for Ms. Thornton's vehicle, which was towed by Busy Busy Towing to 

their facility.  I was unable to inventory the vehicle's trunk area due to the damage from the crash. 

I spoke to several members of the church's board and provided them with my business card with the 

crash report number. 

On Monday, October 17, 2016 at 1053 hours, I attempted to make contact with Ms. Thornton at her 

residence.  I did not receive a response at the door.  I left a business card for her to contact me in 

reference the crash. 

On Wednesday, October 19, 2016 at about 0830 hours, I spoke to Ms. Thornton by phone.  I asked Ms. 

Thornton to describe what had happened.

Ms. Thornton said on Sunday, October 16, 2016, she arrived at the Stillwater United Methodists Church 

to attend service.  She said she parked in a parking spot and got out of her vehicle to go inside.  

Ms. Thornton said she noticed that she was not with a parking space, so she got back in her vehicle to 

move her vehicle.  Ms. Thornton said she put her seat belt back on.

Ms. Thornton said as she was backing up, the vehicle's brake pedal went to the floor, and she was 

unable to stop her vehicle before it hit the church.  Ms. Thornton said she did not step on the 

accelerator by accident.

Ms. Thornton provided her insurance company information, which I forwarded to the church.

There was nothing further to report at this time.
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Respectfully
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